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Non Fiction 

HomeðOxfam 

Rhymes/Poems 

Toddle Waddle 

Traditional/Fairy Story 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

 

 

Weoley Castle Nursery SchoolñCore Books for 3-4s 

Autumn One 

Wide range of vocabulary. Size and number 

related vocabulary, making comparisons re-

lated to size. Repetition of words, character 

names, memory building, feelings about hap-

py, sad, angry, worried. How actions might 

hurt others. Good quality supporting material 

- CBeebies Ballet. Cultural capital. 

 

Maths focus - Number, one two and three. 

Size and comparing sizes and capacity. Se-

quencing of events using words such as 

ófirstô and óthen.ô 

 

Phonics focus - exploring speech sounds 

and discrimination between different sounds. 

 

Remembering events from trip to beach in 

previous term or summer events from home. 

Simple illustrations, providing lots of discus-

sion prompts and room for ówhyô questions 

and answers. Illustrations. Simple and very 

few words that incorporate rhyme, alliteration 

and lots of onomatopoeia. 

 

Maths focus - number counting and lan-

gauge, understanding position words such 

as under, over, on top. 

 

Phonics focus - environmental sounds and 

rhythm/tempo. Listening and remembering 

sounds. 

 

Settling into nursery, talking about our 

homes and staff having visited each childôs 

home and similarities and differences be-

tween these. Diversity around homes and 

people who live there. Non-fiction text. Sim-

ple illustrations. Range of vocabulary, lots of 

opportunities for discussions. 

 

Maths focus - talk about shapes and com-

parisons of size, length, height, capacity and 

shape language such as corners, round, 

square. 

 

Phonics focus - listening skills. 
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Story 

We are Family 

 

 

Weoley Castle Nursery SchoolñCore Books for 3-4s 

Autumn One 

Children settling in, focus upon family, un-

derstanding similarities and differences in 

families compared to own, diversity. 

 

Maths focus - Number and counting. 

 

Phonics focus - environmental sounds. 
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Non Fiction 

Shop leaflets and brochures relevant to 

children 

Rhymes/Poems 

A Great Big Cuddle  

Traditional/Fairy Story 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

 

 

 

 

Weoley Castle Nursery SchoolñCore Books for 3-4s 

Autumn Two 

Continue for whole term as settling in initially 

to explore to maximum benefit. Wide range 

of vocabulary. Size and number related vo-

cabulary, making comparisons related to 

size. Repetition of words, character names, 

memory building, feelings about happy, sad, 

angry, worried. How actions might hurt oth-

ers. 

Maths focus - Number, one two and three. 

Size and comparing sizes and capacity. Se-

quencing of events using words such as 

ófirstô and óthen.ô 

Phonics focus - exploring different vocal 

and speech sounds and discrimination be-

tween different sounds. 

 

Different format, series of stand alone poems 

to explore difference to a story, compare one 

page to lots of pages in story (page se-

quencing.) Immersion in poems. Rhymes 

and clapping syllables, alliteration and ono-

matopoeia. 

Maths focus - number and number names. 

 

Phonics focus - rhythm and rhyme, body 

percussion and voice sounds. 

 

 

Non fiction text, understanding own and oth-

ers emotions. Not a story - to tell us about 

facts.  

óReal life non fictionô, collect from local shops 

and community, reading for information. 

Maths focus - numbers in print, environ-

ment, prices and money. 

Phonics focus - alliteration. 
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 Understanding the World 

Lighting a Lamp Diwali 

Story 

Stick Man 

 

 

Weoley Castle Nursery SchoolñCore Books for 3-4s 

Autumn Two 

Imagination and creativity, different places 

and environment. Christmas, rhythm and 

rhyme, weather. Continuation of family 

thread. Vocabulary. Good quality supporting 

visual material - CBeebies story/film. 

 Maths focus - number and shape, se-

quence of events. 

 

Phonics focus - rhythm and rhyme, body 

percussion and sound discrimination. 

 

 

Tells story of what Hinduôs do to celebrate 

Diwali; simple words and illustrations; new 

vocabulary, diversity and different cultures. 

  

Maths focus - shape and pattern. 

 

Phonics focus - listening skills and instru-

mental sounds. 
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Non Fiction 

 

 

Rhymes/Poems 

Weôre Going on a Bear Hunt 

Traditional/Fairy Story 

The Three Little Pigs 

 

 

Weoley Castle Nursery SchoolñCore Books for 3-4s 

Spring One 

Wide range of vocabulary. Size and number 

related vocabulary, opportunities for ôwhyô 

questions and extended conversations. Ex-

ploring properties of materials. Repetition of 

words, character names, memory building, 

feelings about happy, sad, angry, worried. 

How actions might hurt others.  Good quality 

supporting material - CBeebies Ballet. Cul-

tural capital. 

 

Maths focus - Number, one two and three. 

Size and comparing sizes and capacity. Se-

quencing of events using words such as 

ófirstô and óthen.ô 

 

Phonics focus - exploring speech sounds 

and discrimination between different sounds. 

Rhythm, repetition; memory and emotions. 

Environmental sounds, adventure, journey, 

order and sequencing. Positional language, 

under/over. 

Maths focus - Sequencing of events using 

words such as ófirstô and óthen.ô Describe an 

familiar route. 

 

Phonics focus - rhythm and rhyme, environ-

mental and instrumental sound discrimina-

tion, body percussion.  

 

 

Non-fiction text investigating how children 

play in different counties in the world. Lots of  

opportunities for conversations, extended 

vocabulary. Photographs rather than illustra-

tions to draw attention to differences.  

Maths focus - talk about and explore 

shapes, comparing size of objects etc 

 

Phonics focus - listening skills. 
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 Understanding the World 

Lanterns and Firecrackers 

 Chinese New Year 

Story 

The Gruffalo 

 

 

Weoley Castle Nursery SchoolñCore Books for 3-4s 

Spring One 

Sense of imagination, animal habitats, 

memory and descriptive language. Repeti-

tion of words, character names, memory 

building and repeated refrains. Good quality 

supporting material - CBeebies story/film and 

songs etc. 

Maths focus - Size and comparing sizes. 

Sequencing of events using words such as 

ófirstô and óthen.ô Describing a route. 

 

Phonics focus - rhythm and rhyme. Explor-

ing speech sounds and discrimination be-

tween different sounds and voice sounds. 

 

 

Tells story of how families celebrate Chinese 

New Year; simple words and illustrations; 

new vocabulary, diversity and different cul-

tures. 

  

Maths focus - descriptive language for 

shape and pattern. 

 

Phonics focus - environmental sounds and 

rhythm and rhyme. 

 

 


